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the cruiser Emden and copies were distributed for signa-
ture among the crews of the ships and torpedo boats.
Only very radical crews had abstained from signing,
including the Head Soldiers1 Councillor. Much to his
discomfiture, in spite of this the telegram reached the
Chancellor and the Press.
Immediately after the installation of the new Govern-
ment the Soldiers1 Councils at home were removed firom
their position; in their place trustworthy men were
installed, with various powers. For the Interned Squadron
the order of the 24 January still held good, and the
Soldiers' Councils remained in power.
I had thus to concentrate on getting the permission of
the Government to exercise the power of command in the
internal functions of the Squadron, at least, within
reason.
The Head Soldiers' Councillor had co-operated some-
what in the broad headings under which the actual com-
mand of the ships was exercised, as he thought it more
clever in this way to attempt to hide his hate of the
Government, which fact we already knew. I was certain
that he would try to put a spoke in my wheel if ever he
got the opportunity of making my orders unworkable.
It therefore appeared now all the more important to sift
the Head Soldiers' Council of its more radical delegates
who neither served the interests of the Squadron nor were
suited to the times. But their following in the Squadron
was still too strong for this to be achieved by new elections.
The two occasions on which these delegates had interfered
with my authority, in a way to which they were not
entitled, did not appear to me to be suitable ground on
which to pick a quairel with them. Then came my oppor-
tunity, when two of the most radical delegates committed
a breach, of not only my orders, but of the English regu-